As of July 1, 2002, Caltech requires that all doctoral candidates submit an electronic copy of
their dissertation, which the Caltech Library System will then archive and make available online.
Caltech has joined the Networked Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations (NDLTD), an
international organization that allows researchers to globally search a database of electronic
theses and dissertations. Recent experience indicates that archiving your dissertation in this
manner can lead to extremely large increases in its visibility and availability to researchers in
your field. At Virginia Tech, which has been a pioneer in this area, ten electronic theses and
dissertations (ETD’s) have been accessed over 6,600 times—the top one over 25,000 times!

In order to submit an electronic version of your dissertation, go to the Caltech ETD web site at
http://etd.caltech.edu/ and set up an account. From this site you may also browse the database
and download theses that have previously been submitted. The current website was adopted, with
a few customizations, from Virginia Tech software.

At least for the time being, the Caltech Library asks that submissions be limited to the following
formats:

For the main text: preferably PDF, but PostScript or Microsoft Word files are also acceptable.

For the bibliography: if available, please submit your bibliography as a separate file, either in the
form of a BibTeX file(s) or Endnote file(s).

Multimedia files: you may submit such files, but be aware that the Caltech Library cannot assure
long-term archiving of them due to format changes that may subsequently occur.

As for copyright and publication status, the ETD submission form will ask you to agree to the
following terms:

| hereby certify that, if appropriate, | have obtained and attached hereto a written permission statement from the
owner(s) of each third party copyrighted matter to be included in my thesis, dissertation, or project report, allowing
distribution as specified below. I certify that the version I submitted is the same as that approved by my advisory
committee. | hereby grant to California Institute of Technology or its agents the non-exclusive license to archive and
make accessible, under the conditions specified below, my thesis, dissertation, or project report in whole or in part
in all forms of media, now or hereafter known. | retain all other ownership rights to the copyright of the thesis,
dissertation or project report. | also retain the right to use in future works (such as articles or books) all or part of
this thesis, dissertation, or project report.

You may choose to restrict access to your dissertation in various ways. You may prohibit all
online access. You may restrict online access to on-campus users only (IP restricted), or you may
selectively restrict access to parts of the ETD. These restrictions are in place until you notify the
Library, or you may impose such restrictions for a specified period of time.

Currently, most, but not all, publishers do not consider the material contained in a web-available
ETD to be a prior publication. Most, but not all, publishers do not consider it a violation of
copyright if students include articles they have previously published in a web-available ETD.
Please be aware, however, that publishers are continually re-evaluating their policies and
business models as they adapt to the new realities of scholarly communication.

Please note that all electronic theses must be submitted online to the Caltech Libraries no later
than two weeks prior to the annual commencement ceremony in order to receive a diploma.
All feedback should be sent to etd@library.caltech.edu.




